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votes are extremely important, particularly as
countries in the hemisphere choose a new
Secretary General next May. We must work
with our partners in the Caribbean to ensure
that the next OAS Secretary General is com-
mitted to upholding the principles enshrined in
the Inter-American Democratic Charter. With-
out a U.S. presence in these five countries, it
is very difficult to conduct in-person diplomacy
with our counterparts on a range of crucial
international issues. These countries are also
of profound interest and importance to the mil-
lions of Caribbean-American citizens in the
United States.

Currently, in order to meet with local offi-
cials, the private sector or civil society, U.S.
diplomats must fly in from Barbados (or Wash-
ington) on often expensive, infrequent flights,
and stay overnight in often expensive island
hotels. Close working relationships with key
leaders cannot develop, because our dip-
lomats are not there to establish them. And,
our diplomacy is limited to phone calls, emails
and faxes, even though we all know that the
best interaction is carried out in person. In ad-
dition to our stymied diplomacy, U.S. citizens
living in these countries do not have full con-
sular services to assist in the event of emer-
gencies.

This bill establishes new embassies in Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Dominica, St. Kitts and
Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines while using existing funding. | authored
an amendment to create these embassies in
2011 which was approved unanimously by the
House Foreign Affairs Committee. | look for-
ward to working with the Obama Administra-
tion to get this legislation across the finish line
this time.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation.

RECOGNIZING THE IMMACULATA
UNIVERSITY MIGHTY MACS 1972-
1974 WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAMS

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2014

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the players and coaches of the
Immaculata University Mighty Macs 1972-
1974 Women’s Basketball Teams on the occa-
sion of their enshrinement into the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.

Led by their young coach, Cathy Rush, the
Mighty Macs won the first three women’s col-
lege basketball championships in 1972, 1973,
and 1974 and this performance is considered
the birthplace of modern college women’s bas-
ketball. Rush is a Naismith Memorial Basket-
ball Hall of Fame Inductee, Class of 2008. In
addition to the national championships, the
Mighty Macs were the first women’s team,
along with the University of Maryland, to ap-
pear on national TV; first women’s team, along
with Queen’s College, to play at Madison
Square Garden, and the first women’s college
team to play outside the United States (Aus-
tralia in 1974). Their inspirational story was
made into a feature-length theatrical movie
called The Mighty Macs and released by Sony
Pictures in 2011.

The Mighty Macs are: Janet Ruch Boltz '73
of Glen Mills, PA; Denise Conway Crawford
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'74 of Havertown; Janet Young Eline '74 of
Gettysburg, PA; Theresa Shank Grentz '74 of
West Chester, PA; Nancy Johnston '76 (de-
ceased); Barbara Deuble Kelly '77 of White
Bear Lake, MN; Tina Krah of Indianapolis, IN;
Patricia Mulhern Loughran 77 of Broomall,
PA; Judy Marra Martelli '75 of Media, PA;
Maureen Mooney 73 (deceased); Sue Forsyth
O’Grady '72 of Drexel Hill, PA; Patricia Opila
Penater '72 (deceased); Rene Muth Portland
'75 of Bloomington, IN; Betty Ann Hoffman
Quinn 73 of Ardmore, PA; Cathy Rush
(coach) of Sarasota, FL; Mary Scharff '77 of
Audubon, NJ; Marianne Crawford Stanley '76
of Raleigh, NC; Maureen Stuhlman of South
Lake Tahoe, CA; and Marie Liguori Williams
’77 of Hollywood, FL.

Mr. Speaker, in light of their outstanding ac-
complishments, history-making seasons, and
enshrinement in the Naismith Memorial Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame, | ask that my colleagues
join me today in recognizing the players and
coaches of the Immaculata University Mighty
Macs 1972-1974 Women’s Basketball Teams.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,741,170,643,844.86. We've
added $7,114,293,594,931.78 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $7.1 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

————

TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF NASA AMES RE-
SEARCH CENTER

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and congratulate the scientists, engi-
neers and staff of the NASA Ames Research
Center for their legacy of contributions to our
nation. For three quarters of a century NASA
Ames has been a center of research, innova-
tion, creativity and discovery.

NASA Ames was established on December
20, 1939, in Sunnyvale and Mountain View,
California, and is now part of the 18th Con-
gressional District of California which I'm privi-
leged to represent.

Aeronautical researchers at NASA Ames
constructed the world’s greatest series of wind
tunnels, improved the aircraft that led America
to victory in World War Il, and helped design
supersonic jet aircraft.

Spacecraft engineers at NASA Ames played
a major role in the exploration of space and
continue to study human-machine interaction,
fundamental space biology and biotechnology.

Information technologists at NASA Ames
opened the fields of supercomputing, helped
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lay the foundations of the commercial internet
and network security, and serve as a conduit
for the sharing of ideas between government
and the firms of Silicon Valley. The planetary
scientists of NASA Ames have inspired a
sense of awe at the vastness, beauty and
complexity of the universe through robotic mis-
sions to explore our solar system.

The earth scientists of NASA Ames helped
bring better understanding to the environ-
mental dynamics of our planet, and collabo-
rated with scientists to develop new tools to
fight fires, address the challenges of climate
change, and make us better stewards of our
ecosystems.

The educators of NASA Ames have inspired
successive generations of young people to en-
gage in careers in science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics.

The government entrepreneurs of NASA
Ames have done better science for less ex-
pense. NASA Ames builds, manages, and op-
erates some of the most spectacular space-
craft that explore our solar system, as well as
other solar systems, and it is a powerful and
reliable source of employment and innovation
with a highly skilled and motivated workforce.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in saluting the extraor-
dinary contributions made by NASA Ames Re-
search Center over the past 75 years to the
history, economy, ecology and knowledge of
our nation.

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR AJ KUEN
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2014

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Major AJ Kuen, of the United States
Army, for his extraordinary service to our na-
tion. He served both Congress and the Army
during his time on Capitol Hill with the Army’s
House liaison division. Major Kuen was re-
cently assigned to continue his excellent work
in the Army’s chief of legislative liaison office
at the Pentagon.

A native of Montville, New Jersey, Major
Kuen graduated from the United States Mili-
tary Academy with a Bachelor's Degree in
Systems Engineering before reporting to the
Army’s prestigious aviation school. He ex-
celled as a young lieutenant and completed
the challenging qualifications for both the
Kiowa and Blackhawk helicopters.

Major Kuen reported to his first duty assign-
ment in Fort Polk, Louisiana to serve as a
Blackhawk platoon leader for the Joint Readi-
ness Training Center. His skills as both a
leader and aviator were on full display while
he trained units to conduct dangerous aviation
missions in Afghanistan.

Major Kuen continued his great work during
later assignments. He served with the 1st
Cavalry Division in Fort Hood, TX where he
ensured that the Lone Star State received im-
mediate emergency air support from the 1st
Air Cavalry Brigade during Hurricane Ike.
Shortly thereafter, Major Kuen deployed to
Irag as the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company Commander for the 1st Air Cavalry
Brigade.

Major Kuen’s exceptional performances as
an Army officer allowed him to compete for
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the Army Congressional Fellowship Program
and serve as a defense fellow for Congress-
man Silvestre Reyes. Major Kuen transitioned
to the Army house liaison division and took on
the challenging responsibilities of a legislative
liaison between the Army and the U.S. House
of Representatives.

His dedication to duty and country are
matched by his strong devotion to his family.
He is married to his lovely wife Lauren and is
the proud father of his newborn son Wesley.

Major Kuen is a dedicated officer who has
paved a path for future leaders to follow. It is
my honor to recognize his commitment to duty
as he proceeds to the next chapter of his re-
markable career. | wish him and his family
nothing but the best in the years to come.

IN HONOR OF MS. VERA BABERS

HON. BILL FLORES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2014

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Vera Babers on her 100th
birthday which took place on June 16, 2014.
Ms. Babers has led a remarkable life that is
grand in accomplishments through her hard
work and dedication. | join her family, friends,
and the community of Calvert, Texas in cele-
brating this event. | wish her more years of
happiness, fulfilment, and health. Congratula-
tions to Ms. Babers on her centennial birthday
milestone.

———————

THE RISE OF ANTI-SEMITISM
AROUND THE WORLD

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 16, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, it has been said
that anti-Semitism is the longest hatred in the
world. And some have likened the freedom
and safety of the Jewish people to “the canary
in the coal mine” of a nation’s religious free-
dom and tolerance, meaning if the Jewish
population comes under attack, so too will oth-
ers in time.

Speaking last December at the Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission’s annual Leland
Award Lecture on Religious Liberty, award re-
cipient and religious liberty champion Dr. Rob-
ert George noted “the persistence of anti-
Semitism worldwide, including in the nations of
Western Europe, where it again appears to be
on the rise.”

Dr. George cited the observations of Brit-
ain’s former Chief Rabbi, Lord Jonathan
Sacks, that one of the ways that hatred of the
Jewish people has persisted through the ages
is by “expressing and justifying itself in terms
of the dominant discourses of time and place.”

In the Medieval period it was justified in
warped theological terms—much to my regret
as a follower of Jesus. At the end of the 19th
century and into the 20th century it was ex-
pressed in nationalist terms, culminating in the
horror that was the Nazi-perpetrated Holo-
caust.

And today, Dr. George observed, “when the
dominant mode of discourse is the language
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of human rights, anti-Semitism is expressed
by accusing Jews of violating human rights in
the name of national aspirations embodied in
Zionism . . .” In recent years, particularly in
the months since Israel's operations in Gaza
responding to Hamas’ rockets, we have seen
a disturbing rise in anti-Semitic incidents in the
Middle East, Europe and even, | regret to say,
here in the United States, particularly on col-
lege campuses.

This trend has left many Jewish students
feeling intimidated and threatened, as evi-
denced by the recent findings of the Anti-Defa-
mation League’s (ADL) annual “Audit of anti-
Semitic Incidents” for 2013 which notes that
“the ADL continues to receive complaints
about anti-Semitic behavior on our campuses.
These incidents include threats as well as
verbal and written taunts promoting anti-Se-
mitic stereotypes or evoking disturbing Holo-
caust themes.”

Consider the following: in a nationwide anti-
Israel campaign, some pro-Palestinian student
groups such as Students for Justice in Pal-
estine (SJP) have distributed “mock eviction
notices” in college dormitories timed to coin-
cide with so-called Israeli Apartheid Week. Still
others have set up mock “check points.”

According to Fox News, Boston’s North-
eastern University suspended SJP in March,
2014, “after years of alleged anti-Semitism
that included repeated calls for the destruction
of Israel, a 2011 disruption at a Holocaust
Awareness Week event and the defacing of a
statue of a Jewish donor and trustee of the
university.”

In some cases Jewish students who openly
express their support for Israel are subjected
to an increasingly hostile and intimidating envi-
ronment where professors seek to promote
their personal anti-Israel agenda. The local
CBS affiliate in Boston reported last year that
a Jewish student at Northeastern University
wrote a paper arguing that Hamas was not a
legitimate organization in direct response to
one professor's lecture praising the terrorist
organization. According to the news account,
the professor instructed her to rewrite the
paper.

In November 2012, two students vandalized
a menorah on display in Northeastern’s
Krentzman Quad in Boston. On the same day,
at Harvard College, fliers were distributed with
phrases such as “Jews need not apply.”

In 2006, the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights released its report on Campus Anti-
Semitism. A number of recommendations
were included in the report, including that the
Office of Civil Rights “conduct a public edu-
cation campaign to inform college students of
the rights and protections afforded to them
under federal civil rights laws, including the
right of Jewish students to be free from anti-
Semitic harassment.”

Seeing as how anti-Semitism seems to be
worse today, one has to wonder if the 2006
recommendations fell on deaf ears. That is
why today | am asking the Civil Rights Com-
mission to update its 2006 report. Not only
should it look at incidents since 2006 but also
examine which of recommendations were im-
plemented and, if not, why?

Perhaps we should not be surprised at the
increasingly hostile campus environment given
the actions taken by certain academic asso-
ciations. For example, at the end of last year,
the American Studies Association voted to
boycott Israel’s higher education institutions as
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part of the International Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions movement. Bear in mind this is
not simply individual professors expressing
their political views; rather it is the country’s
largest organization for the study of American
culture and history that is doing so.

Notably, discussion of boycotts, divestment
and sanctions is largely limited to Israel, but
not the world’s most egregious state abusers
of human rights and religious freedom, like
China, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Vietnam
and Pakistan, to name a few. To the contrary,
many American universities are actually pur-
suing deeper relationships and funding from
these countries—especially with China and the
Gulf States.

As Jeffrey Goldberg observed, writing in the
New York Daily News last December, “The
American Studies Association has never be-
fore voted to boycott the academic institutions
of another country. The organization’s presi-
dent, Curtis Marez, an associate professor of
ethnic studies at the University of California,
San Diego, told The New York Times, when
its reporter asked him why his group was sin-
gling out Israel, that ‘one has to start some-
where.””

Looking beyond academia we have seen
other institutions and entities, including my
own denomination, the Presbyterian Church
USA (PCUSA), singling out Israel in troubling
ways. In June, | took to the House floor to ex-
press my disappointment at the PCUSA’s ac-
tion on Israel, namely its decision to divest the
denomination’s stock from three American
companies that do business with Israel in the
West Bank. The Wall Street Journal ran a
piece following the PCUSA decision that noted
that the denomination’s “Middle East Issues
Committee sees only one Middle East issue.
All 14 of the matters before it this year con-
cerned Israel and Palestine. No Syria. No
Iraq.”

The obsession with Israel’s alleged abuses
seems almost farcical given the barbarism that
has unfolded in recent months in Syria and
Iraq and which threatens the very existence of
ancient Christian communities. The same year
PCUSA adopted its divestment policy of com-
panies that do business with Israel, it refused
to join other prominent Christian churches in
signing a pledge to stand with the persecuted
church in the Middle East, for fear that speak-
ing out for oppressed religious minorities might
somehow be perceived as “anti-Muslim.” How
the church can take such an extreme position
against Israel but not join others in the Chris-
tian community in speaking out against reli-
gious persecution in the Middle East is hard to
reconcile.

The situation in Europe is decidedly more
troubling. While anti-Semitism has been on the
rise for some time now, it has been most
acutely experienced by Europe’s Jewish popu-
lation during this summer of protests sur-
rounding the escalation of the war in Gaza. In
recent months, we have witnessed a degree
of open and, at times, violent anti-Semitism in
Europe that hasn't been seen since World
War Il

An August 9 USA Today article described
the phenomenon this way: “Four weeks of
fighting between Hamas militants and Israel
fueled a rise in anti-Semitism outbursts across
Europe, ranging from violent attacks to chants
of ‘Death to the Jews’ at anti-Israel dem-
onstrations.” The article continued, “In Ger-
many and other European countries—espe-
cially France, which has a large Jewish and
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